Doclea was located on the territory of the Ottoman Empire, only to become a part of Montenegro following the decrees of the Congress of Berlin in 1878. That same year, prince Nikola Petrović offered a concession for the exploration of Doclea to W. J. Stillman, who tried to interest the British Museum in this undertaking but remained unsuccessful in his attempts. 3 The idea of archaeological exploration of Doclea was to be realised only in 1890, also owing to the initiative and financial support of prince Nikola who entrusted a Russian, Pavle Apolonovič Rovinski, with this job. 4 Excavations carried out between 1890 and 1892 resulted in the discovery of a Roman basilica, thermae, the so-called First Temple, Second Temple, Temple of Diana, western gate and housing units. 5 News of Rovinski's finds inspired the young British archaeologist, John Arthur Ruskin Munro, an associate of Lincoln College at Oxford, to undertake explorations of his own in Montenegro. 6 The widespread legend of the birth of the Roman emperor Diocletian at Doclea raised hopes that this locality might yield structures worthy of its imperial name. Still, he was well aware of the limits of his expedition which had but meager funds amounting to little more than several hundred pounds, the bursary of the research grant he had received from Oxford in June 1893. 7 Regardless of Munro's reservation, the results he obtained with the asistance of W. C. F. Anderson and J. G. Milne, 8 were of exceptional significance because they uncovered the remains of Christian structures of Late Antique Doclea -basilica A, basilica B and the cruciform church. On behalf of the British mission, the preliminary results of their exploration were made public by Anderson, at a meeting of the Society of Antiquaries of London, 6 Prior to his excavations at Doclea, John Arthur Ruskin Munro (1864 Munro ( -1944 , archaeologist and historian, rector of Lincoln College at Oxford (1919 Oxford ( -1941 , had already worked at excavations carried out in Cyprus, in 1889 and 1890, under the auspices of the British School of Athens; J. A. R. Munro, H. A. Tubbs, Excavations in Cyprus, 1889 Montenegro, Podgoritza, Montenegro, aug. 30, 1893 , Athenaeum 3440 (London, Saturday, September 30, 1893 held in June 1894. 9 The report on research carried out at Doclea was published in 1896, three years after their mission in Montenegro had been completed. 10 Munro presented the environs, topography and history of Doclea, Anderson its ancient pagan temples and the Christian basilica, 11 Milne the cruciform church and numismatic finds, while Haverfield and Munro dealt with the epigraphic finds. 12 Although Munro and Anderson had prepared a photographic documentation on the exploration of Doclea, for reasons unknown it was never published as part of the Report. This priceless documentation, along with diary entries, is preserved and kept as part of Munro's legacy at the Ashmolean Museum of Art and Archeology, at the University of Oxford. 13 The goal of this paper is to make a contribution to a better understanding of archaeological exploration carried out by Munro and his associates, certainly based on the Diary and the mentioned photographic documentation, as well as to contribute to supplying the Report with data they had obtained during their campaign but which had never previously been included in the text of the Report itself. This documentation is all the more valuable because of the fact that throughout the 120 years which passed from the days of their mission the 9 11 Taking into consideration the fact that Piero Sticotti and Luka Jelić, who had been exploring Doclea in September 1892, were in the process of preparing for publication the results of their investigation of the forum and civic basilica, the British scholars decided, out of collegial consideration, to publish only the results pertaining to the eastern part of the city, Arhiv Arheološkog muzeja u Splitu, Fond Luke Jelića, XIV/3, Anderson to Jelić, Sheffield, 10 August 1894.
12 Following the completion of their exploration works, the British scholars handed over the inscriptions they had collected in Doclea and its environs to the editors of Corpus Inscriptuorum Latinarum, Arhiv Arheološkog muzeja u Splitu, Fond Luke Jelića, XIV/3, Anderson to Jelić, Sheffield, 10 August 1894. 13 Munro, Doclea, Photograph Album, 1893) locality of Doclea has been exposed to constant devastation. Although control excavations of Chrisitian edifices at Doclea were carried out in 1954 and 1955, the results of those campaigns have been published only partly and are not accessible to scholars in their entirety. 14 In October 2011, the site was investigated using a non-invasive method, the so-called "total station". 15 As we learn from his diary entries, Gori, Beograd 1957, 63-69; V. Korać, Duklja, Starinar 9-10 (1958 -1959 Munro found the spot interesting because of the three fully preserved pillars jutting out from a heap of stones. This terrain was conveniently set for field work because the workers could throw the rubble directly into the river. A small private house was soon discovered. Workers were divided into three additional groups -distributed to the south and north of the main road and the thermae. 28 While excavations were in progress at the designated locations, Munro and Anderson were drawing a plan of the forum and the temples of the western part of the city, copying epigraphic inscriptions and surveying the outlying terrain. As time went by, Munro was dissatisfied with the results achieved so it was on September 12th that he decided to begin excavations at a new locality, on the eastern side of the city, where there were "mounds" with pieces of architectural sculpture protruding from the surface. 29 On the eastern side, under a layer of bricks and scattered mortar a mosaic floor made of white, black, red and green tesserae was found. Remains of walls were subsequently found on the eastern side of the building as well as an apse, semicircular on the inside and hexagonal on the outside, along with fragments of architectural sculpture, a pillar of a marble balustrade, several capitals with carved crosses, several marble fragmets of small cornices, colonettes and other fragments (Fig. 2) . In front of the apse, lying on the revetment, were fragments which, in Munro's opinion, 28 Ibid., September 6 th (Wednesday) 1893. 29 Ibid., September 12 th (Tuesday) 1893. Munro, Doclea, Photograph Album, 1893) formed a roughly structured grave and one bore an inscription in Latin. 30 Munro knew that Doclea was an episcopal seat and it was clear to him from the first day on that he had discovered a structure of considerable importance. "The site does not lei deep and is in every way most promising", he wrote with satisfaction. 31 Exploration works on the eastern part of the basilica continued the very next 30 The text of the inscription, now lost, ran as follows: day. 32 Spatial units to the south and north of the apse and connected by doorways with the aisles were unearthed. In the room positioned to the left of the apse a large, flat travertine slab was discovered and it had been part of a structure with three large circular holes which may once have held coloumns. Munro believed that this may have been the altar, turned upside down. This slab can be seen 32 Ibid., September 13 th (Wednesday) 1893. on a photograph (Fig. 2) . Munro was of the opinion that he had discovered the substructure of the "high" altar in front of the apse and that the numerous large fragments in its vicinity indicated the existence of an altar screen (Fig.  3) . Subsequent finds included balustrade coloumns, finely sculpted pieces of marble slabs, a large number of crosses (Figs. 4, 5) , window grilles (transennae) (Fig. 6 ), capitals [one Ionic with a cross, several impost capitals and two of the Corinthian order (Fig. 7) , identical to those from the civic basilica on the forum] "and others byzantine carvings". 33 Munro organized the workers who "arranged the fragmenti, capitals, columns, etc. in fancy way which may puzzle the archeological vistitor". 34 Thus, the fragments were removed from the original locations on which they had been found. On the grounds of the Report put together by British archaeologists and revision exploration of the site carried out in 1954, all works of sculpture from basilica A was dated to the pre-Justinian's era. 35 As a find of particular importance Munro mentions "the flooring of the apse and in front of it has been raised 6 or 8 inches -the old floor remains below, without mosaic and explains the level of the column base at the south corner of the apse". 36 The remains of this coloumn base are clearly visible on one of the photographs (Fig. 3) while on the ground plan of the basilica (Fig. 8) , published as part of the Report, they appear to be positioned at apse floor level. On the north side of the apse mosaics spread even under the stone benches which offers clear indication that the synthronon was added at a later date. 37 Should we rely on Munro's notes, three different strata can be identified in the apsidal part of basilica A -chronologically first, the layer lacking mosaic decoration the level of which corresponds to that of the coloumn base on the south side, next the raised flooring of the apse and the space preceding it, with preserved mosaic decoration, and, finally, the most recent stratum contemporaneous to the raising of the synthronon and the episcopal throne. Diary entries do not offer a clear explanation regarding the relation of this phase to the other parts of the basilica. 33 Ibid., September 14 th (Thursday) The last coloumn on the north side retained the position it had from the time it had collapsed, between its base and its capital. 38 Other coloumns and capitals were found "in their proper positions". 39 Coloumn bases in the north aisle were mostly found in situ, which proved helpful in tracing the precise size of the lateral aisles of the ba- 38 Munro, Diary, September 14 th (Thursday) Munro, Doclea, Photograph Album, 1893) silica. The south aisle was not as well preserved as the one on the north. A central entrance was found at the western end of the basilica, as well as a doorway in the western part of the south aisle of the basilica. Munro notes that a similar doorway stood also on the western wall of the north aisle and that it had been walled-up "in antiquity". 40 The walled-up doorway on the western wall of the north aisle does not appear on the ground plan of the basilica (Fig.  8) , although it can easily be spotted on the photograph (Fig. 3) . The british archaeologist was very pleased with the results and the progress of the works. 41 The western wall of the narthex was the next part of the structure to be unearthed. Stairs at the south end of the narthex, which once served as the main approach to the basilica, appeared to Munro as a later addition, dating from a time which followed the construction of the "original" building. 42 Munro notes, and the same can be observed on one of his pohotographs (Fig. 9) , that three steps stood at the center of the western wall of the narthex and that they lead to some sort of structure "at high level", made up of two pairs of parallel blocks foming a passage of a sort. The Report says that there were three rooms without doors behind this wall. 43 Exploration of this part was never finished because of the diffiiculties encountered in the course of excavations. 44 There were two walled-up doors in western part of the south aisle, as can be observed on the photographs 40 Ibid., September 14 th (Thursday) Munro, Doclea, Photograph Album, 1893) the other hand, have belonged to a parapet screen which separated the south aisle from the nave. A cipus decorated with three bust, upper part missing, was also found in the south aisle of ghe basilica (Fig. 11) Munro, Doclea, Photograph Album, 1893) Mosaic flooring was preserved through the entire space of the basilica, worst preserved in the naos and best in the south nave. The mosaics were cleaned, and best preserved fragments were washed and photographed (Figs. 12, 13). Anderson described them: "The patterns interlaced spirals, or diamonds and squares and are worked out in some five or six colors. " 49 As no architraves were found, according to Munro, the roof of the basilica was made of wooden beams and brick. 50 It was the roof that fell first, followed by the coloumns, which rest against several inches of rubble, and finally the walls, the material of which filled in the entire structure. 51 Four days of exploration were enough for Munro to define clearly and fully the space of the basilica. Works continued on the western wall of the narthex and in the space south of the narthex. 52 A stretch of pavement was unearthed outside the door of the basilica. Its corner, to the right side of the narthex door, was cleared of rubble. An imprint of a coloumn was found by the door and a piece of a window grille (similar to that already uncovered in the basilica) was found in the corner, built into the pavement as an opening intended for waste water management, as well as a fragment of an inscription. 53 A wide road opened towards the south starting from basilica A, lined on either side by walls with mounds of stone behind them. The eastern wall was doubled at the beginning, turning later into a single line and again, once more, becoming double and single in the end. 54 down this passage Munro discovered the remains of a wall which he believed was of a later date or simply the base of the pavement. At the end of the passage remains of a portico facing the south side of the basilica were uncovered. On top of the steps there were bases of two pillars in situ (Fig. 14) . Fragments of two pillars were found in the vicinity which, according to Munro, were too large for the preserved bases and the flat "Byzantine capital" of large diameter. 55 Pilasters were found by the eastern and western parts of the wall and, to Munro, their size seemed disproportionately large in comparison to the portico. 56 The entire structure was made of fine blocks of stone which lead Munro to the conclusion that they belonged to the cruciform church. Two marble fragments with incriptions, probably pertaining to Roman funerary monuments, were also found by the portico. 57 We can not define the exact inscriptions in question. A short distance from the portico, to the north, towards basilica A, there was a wall with a walled-up passage which extended towards the east. Munro came to the 55 This capital, in all probability, appears on the photograph of coloumns and capitals from the western part of the cruciform church (Fig. 19) . 56 Montenegro, 1896) conclusion that this architectural structure with a portico constituted a propylaeum. 58 While excavation works on the portico were coming to a close, a new find was being unearthed south of the church. 59 It took Munro some time before he was able to define the area to be investigated. Although it was clear to him from the very beginning that the structure was not too grand in size, he believed that it was of great significance. This was a cruciform building with walls built in the same manner, of high quality masonry (Fig.  15) . 60 The east part was square in plan, with a semicirsular apse of inferior quality masonry which Munro considered to be a later addition to the cruciform church. 61 A three feet high sculpted cornice was found by the north wall of the church (Fig. 16) . It was similar to the windows on the south side of the civic basilica on the forum. Two massive walls "which run down to a pavement" were discovered at the western end of the building. 62 In his diary entries, Munro supposed that the exterior of the building was original while the interior, because of its poorer masonry and built-in blocks of stone, was not. The outer wall of the church was marked differently on the ground plan (Fig. 17) although the text of the report claims that it is of the same date as the rest of the cruciform church. 63 The position of the building, connected by a passage with basilica A, lead Munro to believe that this structure had been turned into a baptistery but that it actually origi- nated from Roman imperial times. However, since there was no trace of a piscina, Munro concluded that "perhаps our Baptistery is merely a little church". 64 Walls which ran parallel to the latteral walls of the cruciform church were also excavated, positioned at a distance of 0.55 m and quite close to its its western end. 65 Yet another wall was found on the northeast side of the church and its course ran parallel to the south side of the building and extended to the eastern end of the western transept. A small-scale closed space was located by the north wall of the church and a threshold with a coloumn base at its center was found in situ in its southern wall. 66 This coloumn base is clearly visible on a preserved photograph (Fig. 18) .
The wall in front of the western wall of the cruciform church had a threshold with coloumn bases on both sides and a perfect "nest" of pillars, capitals and other architectural fragments (Fig. 19) . 67 These, together with the fragments discovered in the course of revision excavations of 1954, were divided into two groups. The first was made up of fragments found on the surface, around the cruciform church, while the other included finds from the stratum of basilica B, discovered under a layer of Byzantine roof tiles. 68 Among the fragments, "facing the west end of the Baptistery", was the architrave with the votive inscription of diaconissa Ausonia (Fig. 20) Munro, Doclea, Photograph Album, 1893) Two architectural fragments of an entrance with a tympnon, as well as a fragment with a hole made in order for piping to run through it at an obtuse angle, appeared to occupy much of Munro's interest but he was not able to fit them into any broader architectural structure.
Although Munro discovered both the cruciform church and basilica B, his interpretation of the two was incorrect. It was Sticotti already who identified two different periods of construction and noted that the cruciform church had been erected on the foundations of basilica B. 70 In the course of revision excavations of 1954, it was discovered that basilica B was of the three-nave type. A spatial unit was found in the south part of the narthex, corresponding to that at the north end discovered already by Munro. The flooring unearthed in the center of the narthex was present in all three spaces. 71 Based on its architectural structure and sculptural decoration, basilica B is dated to the VI century, although in certain opinions it Gori, kraj VIII -početak XVI вијека, Cetinje 1994, 19-20. 70 Sticotti, Die Römische Stadt Doclea in Montenegro, [141] [142] [143] [144] [145] [146] [147] It was terrazzo made of a thick layer of mortar and broken brick (opus signinum). Cf. Stričević, Arheološka iskopavanja u Duklji 1954. godine, 9-11.
can also be associated with the V century. 72 The slanted wall, considered to be the edge of an undiscovered street, was, in fact, the outer wall of a building which extended towards the central point of the complex comprised of the two churches. Remains of walls of a third building, older than basilica B, were discovered in the course of revision excavations underneath the rigdge in the floor of the narthex. 73 The inner space of this structure was divided into several units. 74 The presence of a number of different strata was confirmed also by exploration carried out in 2011. 75 A ceramic fragment discovered in 1954 dates from the period of Illyrian Halstat, and that constitutes the fourth phase at this locality and speaks of its significant importance and continuity as cultic site. 76 Several inscriptions were found inside the cruciform church. A fragment of an inscription which Munro thought had come from the civic basilica was found in its 73 Stričević, Arheološka iskopavanja u Duklji 1954. godine, 12. 74 Pottery remains dating from late Roman times as well as a coin from the time of Aurelian (270-275) were found by the older building. Cf. Stričević, Arheološka iskopavanja u Duklji 1954. godine, 13 . 75 Gelichi, Negrelli, Leardi, Sabbionesi, Belcari, Doclea alla fine dell' antichità, 24-27. 76 Stričević, Arheološka iskopavanja u Duklji 1954. godine, 13. Munro, Doclea, Photograph Album, 1893) center. 77 Two parts of a single inscription were found at two different spots within the church -the upper part was built into the south wall while the lower lay at the center of the building. 78 A fragment of one inscription was built into the inner face of the north wall. 79 One other fragment of an inscription was found by the northeastern corner of the church. Montenegro, 52, inscription no. 55 (drawing); CIL III, 13826, p. 2253; Sticotti, Die Römische Stadt Doclea in Montenegro, 173, inscription no. 35 (crtež 125); Martinović, Antički natpisi, 177, inscription no. 194 (drawing) . 79 The inscription read:
Cf. Munro, Anderson, Milne, Haverfield, On the Roman Town Doclea in Montenegro, 37, inscription no. 17 (drawing); CIL III, 13824, p. 2253; Sticotti, Die Römische Stadt Doclea in Montenegro, 164, inscription no. 20 (drawing 113); Martinović, Antički natpisi, 155, inscription no. 154. 80 The inscription, now lost, read as follows:
In Munro's Diary we can also find interesting data on grave finds which are not mentioned in the Report. Two graves of simple construction were found by the northeastern corner -one at the corner of the transept and the naos (grave 2), 81 and the other by the "outer" apse (grave 3). 82 A grave made of blocks of stone was discovered at the northwestern corner, aligned with the north wall, and it lay just a foot under the surface (grave 6). 83 Skeletons were the sole contents of all three graves. Although more recent historiography claims the existence of a funerary crypt inside the cruciform church, as well as a grave or ossarium inside its narthex, these claims have not been confirmed by excavations carried out in 1954. 84 Apart from the three graves unearthed by Munro, four other graves were found in this complex in 1954 -one in the northern room of basilica B (grave 1), another in the north part of the narthex (grave 4), overlapping grave 6, yet another in the south part of the narthex (grave 5) and, finally, to the northeast of the apse of basilica B (grave 7). 85 They are not dated to a precisely defined period but are considered to be contemporaneous to the more recent stratum of the complex, that of the cruCf. Munro, Anderson, Milne, Haverfield, On the Roman Town Doclea in Montenegro, 37-38, inscription no. 18; CIL III, 13825, p. 2253; Sticotti, Die Römische Stadt Doclea in Montenegro, 164, no. 21 (drawing 114); Martinović, Antički natpisi, 155, inscription no. 155. 81 Identification of graves given according to documentation from exploration works carried out in 1954. 82 In the course of 1954, it was discovered that the impost capital from basilica A was found in secondary use as a cover slab of this infant's grave. Cf. Munro, Doclea, Photograph Album, 1893) ciform church. The one with the highest quality masonry is grave 6 and inside it was a piece of dark coloured textile woven with gold thread at the bottom 86 In all probability, this indicates that grave 6 had been intended for a high official of the state or church. Munro presumed that the "square" south of basilica A was an atrium. 87 Exploration of this part of the site went on along with the exploration of the cruciform church. The wall on the north side of the atrium, in Munro's opinion, belonged to a cloister of which only two small rooms and coloumn bases, as well as displaced shafts, remained. 88 In the room adjacent to the south wall of the basilica and the east wall of the passage cement flooring as well as roof-tile flooring is preserved (three feet above the level of the cement), one in the southwestern and the other in the northeastern part. Two coloumn bases stood on this foundation, forming a bench of a sort, and Munro presumed that this may have been the cloister courtyard. 89 Flag pavement is preserved in the south part of the other room. A short distance from the wall running parallel to the wall of the cruciform church lay the south wall of the atrium. 90 Munro located its eastern wall by the water cistern (?), which does not appear on the plan of the city, nor is it to be found on photographs. 91 The last week of exploration works, after the workers had finished with the excavations, Munro spent drawing the plan of the city and copying the inscriptions, while Milne was engaged at the cruciform church and the drawing of mosaics from basilica A. 92 On October 3rd, the Minister of the Interior, Božo Petrović, informed Munro that he should be bringing the excavations to a close and that, upon the return of prince Nikola to Cetinje, he should receive precise instructions what is to be done with the "antiquities". 93 Munro completed his excavations at Doclea on October 5th, 1893, and Milne stayed on at the site for another couple of days, in order to complete work on the city plan and the unearthed mosaics. 94 The official newspaper Glas Crnogorca, which had already published several reports on the progress of the excavations, noted that the the finalization of works at Doclea was "crowned by brilliant success". 95 gist was interested in whether the mosaics of basilica A had been adequately protected. 97 Rovinski informs him, and finding excuse in his private obligations and bad weather conditions, that he did not succeed in his edeavours to protect the locality.
Munro's Diary speaks both of the feat of organizing the excavations and of the attitude of the Montenegrin authorities towards the exploration undertaken by the British archaeologists. 98 The Diary also includes information on field prospecting realized by Munro and his associated in the environs of Doclea. In Podgorica they visited the palace of prince Nikola at Kruševa Glavica where the coloumns and fragments of stone carvings found at Doclea in the course of campaigns of 1890-1892 were housed. 99 At Stara Varoš they searched for remains of architectural fragments from Doclea which had been built into residential buildings. 100 They were also interested in the route of Doclea's ancient Roman water supply system as well as in the remains of the church at Zlatica. 101 Their attention was also focused on the fortress at Spuž and the monastery of Saint Stephen (Ćelija Piperska, note by T. K.). 102 Although it is clear that the structures of the eastern part of Doclea belong to the Early Christian period, precise chronological dating of both the individual buildings, as well as of the Early Christian complex in its entirety, requires further systemmatic archaeological investigation.
Regardless of the fact that Munro's diary entries offer no precise information on the identification of strata or the ubication of finds of fragments of architectural sculpture, and putting aside the occasional mistakes of his interpretations, all together, accompanied by the photographic documentation made in the course of his exploration, they constitute a prerequisite source for the study of sacral topography of Christian Doclea. У раду се разматра значај поменуте документа-ције, која употпуњује сазнања о хришћанским грађе-винама касноантичке Доклеје. Вредност јој је утолико већа што је локалитет након поменутих истраживања током сто двадесет година непрекидно био девастиран.
Приликом истраживања 1893. године дефинисан је простор тробродне базилике A, завршене на источ-ној страни апсидом, споља шестоугаоном, а изнутра полукружном. Јужно и северно од апсиде откривене су просторије које су вратима биле повезане с бочним бродовима. Главни брод базилике од бочних бродова одвајали су стубови. У источном делу базилике про-нађен је велики број фрагмената камене пластике који се датују у предјустинијански период. У базилици се налазила мозаичка подна декорација, најбоље сачу-вана у јужном броду. На основу Манроових дневнич-ких забележака у апсидалном делу базилике А могу се идентификовати три слоја -најстарији слој је без мо-заика и ниво му одговара нивоу базе стуба на јужној страни, издигнути под апсиде и простора испред ње са очуваном мозаичком декорацијом чини други слој, док најмлађи потиче из времена у којем су поставље-ни синтронон и епископска катедра. У дневничким забелешкама није разјашњено у каквим су односима те фазе с другим деловима базилике.
Јужно од базилике A откривена је крстообразна црква, испод које се налазила старија тробродна бази-лика B, чији су темељи дефинисани у ревизионим истра -живањима 1954. године. Датује се у V-VI век. У ис-траживањима 1893. године међу фрагментима архи-тектонске пластике нађена је греда с вотивним натпи-сом ђаконисе Аусоније. Манро је у Дневнику поменуо и постојање трију гробница. У ревизионим истражи-вањима 1954. године у простору базилике B и крсто-образне цркве откривене су још четири млађе гробни-це, датоване у време грађења крстообразне цркве.
Базилика A и базилика B биле су повезане паса-жом са крстообразном црквом, а између двеју грађе-вина налазио се атријум.
Иако је јасно да грађевине у источном делу Дукље припадају ранохришћанском градитељству, за успостављање извеснијих хронолошких одредни-ца како појединих грађевина тако и целокупног хришћанског комплекса неопходно је обавити систе-матска археолошка истраживања.
Без обзира на то што у Манроовим дневничким забелешкама недостају прецизни подаци о идентифи-кацији слојева, као и о местима проналаска фрагмена-та архитектонске пластике, и мада су нека од његових тумачења нетачна, оне су, уз пратећу фото-докумен-тацију, незаобилазан извор за проучавање сакралне топографије хришћанске Дукље.
Дневничке забелешке и фото-документација Џ. А. Р. Манроа o археолошким истраживањима Доклеје (Црна Гора) 1893. године Татјана Копривица
